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by Marcia Santore

The Museum of the White Mountains is not an art museum, or a science museum, or a
history museum. Instead, the Museum of the White Mountains brings together art, science,
history, and more to create a multidisciplinary understanding and experience of the White

Mountains region—both physically and virtually—from its ideal situation at the gateway to the

White Mountains themselves.

“Plymouth State University will be the leading place for teaching and research on the White
Mountains,” says PSU President Sara Jayne Steen. As a regional comprehensive university,
Plymouth State's mission is, in part, to serve and celebrate New Hampshire's Lakes Region
and North Country, home to the White Mountains. According to President Steen, the idea for
the Museum of the White Mountains came out of discussions of this location being a natural
learning laboratory, filled with cultural history, tourism, art, and environmentalism. “The idea
gained momentum on campus faster than anything I've ever seen,” President Steen recalls.
Across campus, from all disciplines, people had exciting ideas that tied into the concept of
the Museum of the White Mountains.

“The museum, once open, will offer exceptional internship and practical hands-on
opportunities for University students in art history, education, communications and media
studies, marketing, history, the sciences, and more,” says Provost Julie Bernier. “The
museum will also offer ongoing programs for children, families, adults, educators, and
researchers.”

Guided by founding director Catherine Amidon along with her staff and an advisory
committee made up of men and women with a deep reverence for and interest in the White
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Mountains, the museum is already at work mounting exhibitions, acquiring and cataloging
collections, and providing educational experiences.

Amidon came to Plymouth State in 1999 as director of the Karl Drerup Art Gallery. President
Steen says Amidon was “the perfect choice to be founding director of the museum” because
of her “real passion for the White Mountains and for the collections.” Amidon’s background
combines extensive scholarship and exhibition experience with lifelong participation in
recreational activities in the White Mountains.

The museum’s purpose is to preserve and promote the history, culture, and environmental
legacy of the region, and to provide unique archival and digital learning experiences for
researchers, students, and the public. Using a transdisciplinary approach, Amidon notes, “will
allow us to leverage the intellectual capital of the University.” The museum will use a
pluralistic, democratic process, representing teamwork rather than a single individual's
curatorial vision.

Bricks and Mortar

Several years ago, when the congregation of Plymouth United Methodist Church built a new
home on Fairgrounds Road, the former church at 34 Highland Street became part of the
Plymouth State University campus. Close to Belknap and Mary Lyon Residence Halls, the
Bagley House, and Lamson Library, the little brick church built in 1946 fit right into the
campus.

“It was important to use that particular space in a beautiful, meaningful way,” says President
Steen. “To create something that was consonant with what had formerly been a sacred
space, where members of the Plymouth community had been married and had baptized their
children.”

The environmentally sensitive renovation of the old church into the Museum of the White
Mountains began with a two-phase architectural plan by the Maine architectural firm Barba
and Wheelock, using LEED Silver standards as a guide. The construction will take place in
two phases, to be completed by the Bauen Corporation of Meredith, NH.

Phase | includes a large central exhibition space, storage for collections, offices, upgrades to
the building’s systems and exterior “envelope,” and ADA-compliant access, including a ramp
landscaped to look like a nature trail with regional plantings, so that, as Amidon says, “the
educational experience begins before you even enter the museum." When Phase | is
complete, the building will officially open.

Phase I, for which a fundraising campaign is currently under way, will expand the building by
4,000 square feet, upgrade HVAC systems to museum-quality controls, and upgrade storage
for collections to meet museum-level requirements. There will be a classroom, seminar room,
and lecture hall, as well as a reception area and administrative support spaces.

Advisory committee member Tim Carrigan '04 said, “It's really exciting to see this building
that's always been on the edge of campus, that I'd pass every day as a student, become part
of the campus—and that the University is remodeling it rather than replacing it.”

The Founding Collection

Over the course of his lifetime in the state, the late
photographer Daniel Noel, of Intervale, NH, built an
impressive collection of photographs (including rare glass-
plate and stereoscopic images), postcards, hotel ledgers,
first-edition and other early books, maps, prints, and
paintings—all relating to his beloved White Mountains. Noel
was looking for a single institution that would appreciate his
collection and make it available to students and
researchers interested in the region.

Noel's friend and fellow White Mountains collector Dick
Hamilton, a member of the museum'’s advisory committee
that oversees the museum's projects and plans as well as
advocacy and collections acquisition, wanted to be sure

Jon Gilbert Fox photo

https://www.plymouth.edu/magazine/uncategorized/the-museum-of-the-white-mountains/

The Museum of the White Mountains < Plymouth Magazine

Campus Wellness: PSU
provides a model of
service and innovation
JANUARY 31, 2019

Panther Rewind 2019
JANUARY 30, 2019

PSU LIVE Welcomes
Panthers Back to Campus
JANUARY 22, 2019

ETC’s Silver Jubilee! A 25-
year Retrospective
JANUARY 22, 2019

WINTER 2019 GREEN

President’s Council
Member John Tucker '87:
“Plymouth...

MARCH 4, 2019

Colorado Alumni Group:
Growing, and planning for
the future

FEBRUARY 21, 2019

MORE STORY

Higher Education
Working -~

~ on.the
B

e

Learning by doing benefits
students and the community

by Emilie Coulter Thad Guldbrandsen is on a

quest. The newly appointed vice provost for
research and engagement believes...

Gro

2/5



3/19/2019 The Museum of the White Mountains < Plymouth Magazine

Noel's collection found the best possible home. “I'm a
history buff and I've spent my entire adult life being involved with the White Mountains,”
Hamilton says. He felt that “there should be a way to honor the history of the White
Mountains and what's going on in the White Mountains right here in the White Mountains—
not in Concord or elsewhere.”

Hamilton, Amidon, and Steve Barba (no relation to Barba and Wheelock), PSU's executive
director of University Relations and himself a collector of White Mountains materials, visited
Noel, discussed his goals for his collection and, got to know “a stellar human being at the
ultimate turning point in his life,” Amidon says.

Shortly before his death in February 2010, Noel presented his collection to PSU, saying,
“When assembled, as | believe Plymouth State University plans to do, this jigsaw puzzle of
words and images and artifacts will provide a valuable insight into not only our past but our
present and future. We have a wonderful history that surrounds us with precious few aware
of it. | hoped to play a small part, along with others, in changing that status.”

The gift of this founding collection has inspired other donations of books, photographs,
artwork, and White Mountain memorabilia of the grand hotels and other tourism destinations.

Amidon points out that while the Museum of the White Mountains is building its own
collection, many institutions have repositories of important White Mountains materials. “By
working in partnership with these institutions, the Museum of the White Mountains
strengthens connections and increases access between institutions,” Amidon says.

The Exhibitions

Long before the physical museum opens, White Mountains exhibitions have been and are
being mounted. Many have already been shown at Plymouth State and other venues,
remaining permanently available on the Museum of the White Mountains website at
go.plymouth.edu/mwm. Currently available are:

Beyond Brown Paper, which documents the history of the Brown Company of Berlin, NH,
which made paper from the late nineteenth century until the mid-1960s.

Protecting the Forest: The Weeks Act of 1911, which tells the story of the contentious effort to
create a truly national forest system. The exhibition travelled from PSU’s Silver Center for the
Arts to eight venues in northern New Hampshire.

As Time Passes Over the Land, an exhibition of White Mountain School landscape paintings
that capture the natural beauty of the White Mountains and reflect mid-nineteenth-century o
logging and the growing industrialization of the region during that time. K~

Industrial Explorers: Research and Development at the Brown Company investigates the
wide array of products developed from forest resources at the Berlin company from 1915 to
1968.

Guy Shorey: Among the White Hills explores the work of a preeminent North Country
photographer. This show was developed in partnership with the Mount Washington Obser-
vatory, which owns the Shorey images.

Passing Through: The Allure of the White Mountains will be the first exhibition to open in the
new museum. Using images, interpretive panels, films, and interactive technology, visitors will
be invited to consider the influence of human interaction with nature over time and space in
five specific areas of the White Mountains. Marcia Schmidt Blaine, associate professor of
history and chair of PSU's Department of History and Philosophy, is faculty fellow for the
museum. She explains that the exhibition is “a chance to talk about how people’'s perception
of the White Mountains changed over time. In the early 1830s, it was not a wonderful trip;
everything was very raw. After the Civil War, a lot of urban culture had been brought to the
area to keep the urban tourists happy. Hiking became increasingly important in the late
nineteenth century. Today, the White Mountains are still a huge tourist draw among people
who are seeking beauty.”
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Next year, Beyond Granite: A History of Mountains and People will explore how the geology
of the White Mountains has shaped human activity, life, and culture, using physical models
and digital media to share stories of White Mountain science, art, culture, and recreation.

Educational Opportunity

“The Museum of the White Mountains is already a teaching facility,” Amidon says. Both
collections and exhibitions are providing learning opportunities for Plymouth State students
and other scholars of all ages, in New Hampshire and beyond.

Collections Assistant Lindsay Burke oversees the intake of collections and trains students to
document, scan, and tag images. Students from such wide-ranging majors as history,
heritage studies, business, communications, and education are learning the intricacies of
physical and digital cataloging, as well as writing brochures, talking to local businesses, and
introducing the museum to people in neighboring towns. Burke explained that the students’
work is a mixture of what needs doing and where their interests lie. Sociology major Bethany
Cook took on transcribing around 900 postcards from the Noel collection. History major Holly
Parisi managed social media, maintaining the museum's presence on Facebook, Twitter, and
Foursquare.

The work that Burke and the students are doing now will make it possible for researchers
anywhere in the world to go the website and use the collections virtually. When the physical
museum opens, researchers and other visitors will also be welcome to study the objects in
the collections directly.

“As an alumnus, I'm pleased to see so many opportunities for students to get involved with
the museum,” says Carrigan. “It seems like there is a lot of energy on campus among the
students, whether it's the building, or working on the collections or the exhibitions.” As a
student, Carrigan worked with Amidon at the Karl Drerup Art Gallery, so he understands how
valuable this kind of hands-on learning experience can be—he's been working in and with
museums since graduation. “A lot of the work is transferrable to different fields, like marketing
or computer science or education. In this difficult job market, being able to show that you
have applied knowledge in a practical way—and not just in a theoretical way—is a big
advantage.”

Another important educational aspect is making standards-based curricular materials
available both on site and online. “The digital collections are available to a world-wide
audience, providing the opportunity to view materials and learn from historical and cultural
content,” Bernier said. "Online, the digital collections can be explored and teachers can
download curriculum materials for elementary, middle, or high school students.”

o

Cultural Opportunity
Cultural institutions are well-known to contribute economically to their areas. President Steen MORE STORY
notes that arts and cultural outreach is part of what Plymouth State University does for the

region. Amidon says that the museum will provide an additional cultural option for residents

and visitors, and that it will attract a new type of visitor to the Plymouth State campus—those i H Igher Educatton
who know and love the White Mountains but aren't yet familiar with PSU. _ - Wo I'l(l ng ;
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An Exciting Adventure
One thing everyone involved with the Museum of the White Mountains has in common is : e ?ﬁ'
great enthusiasm for the project. Dick Hamilton called it “an amazing adventure.” Perhaps '
Tim Carrigan sums it up best: "What's really exciting about the museum for me is that the
culture and beauty of the region are part of what makes Plymouth such a special place.”
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