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Water trails are recreational routes on 
waterways with a network of public access 
points supported by broad‐based community 
partnerships. 

Water trails provide both conservation and 
recreational opportunities.
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The National Water Trails System creates a 
distinctive national network of exemplary water 
trails that expand access to water-based 
recreation and protect and restore waterways 
across the country.





Designated National Water Trails
Chattahoochee River NRA , GA 48 miles  
Mississippi River NRA, MN     76 miles  
Bronx River Greenway, NY 8 miles
Willamette River Water Trail, OR          216 miles
Hudson River Water Trail, NY                 256 miles
Mississippi / Great River WT, MO         121 miles
Okefenokee NWR, GA 120 miles 
Alabama Scenic River Trail, AL               631 miles
Waccamaw River Blue Trail, SC              100 miles
Kansas River Water Trail, KS                   173 miles
Rock River Water Trail, WI, IL & IA        330 miles
Red Rock Water Trail, IA                            36 miles
Missouri Nat. Rec. River, SD, NE, IA      147 miles
Island Loop, MI                                           10 miles
Kitsap Peninsula Water Trails                 371 miles
Black Canyon Water Trail, NV & AZ         30 miles
Bayou Teche Paddle Trail, LA                  135 miles
Huron River Water Trail, MI                    104 miles

(as of January 2015)         



Best Management 
Practices

• Recreation
• Education
• Conservation
• Public Information
• Community Support
• Trail Maintenance
• Planning









Outdoor recreation is the third largest industry:   
$646 billion annual consumer spending) 

The outdoor recreation economy grew 5% from 2005 to 2011 

Paddlesports have increased significantly within the outdoor industry 
arena.  

Water sports (motorized and non‐motorized) contributed $85 billion in 
spending, $4.8 billion in local and state taxes, and created over 800,000 
jobs.

The 140 million Americans who spent $646 billion on outdoor recreation 
created $80 billion per year in national, state, and local tax revenues 

(The Outdoor Recreation Economy, 2012). 







Tax Revenues



Paddlesports tourism has the potential to provide jobs and income 
while creating few public or environmental burdens. The Northern Forest 
Canoe Trail study states that the NFCT supported an estimated 283 jobs 
and provided $4.1 million in personal income. Paddlesports tourism as a 
way to combat decreasing populations, increase services in rural areas, 
and provide employment opportunities. 

NFCT showed that every $1,000 in paddler spending leads to $338 in 
personal income and .027 jobs. 

Thus, the NFCT report estimates that an additional 85 non-local 
paddlers, spending roughly $37,000 in local communities, will support the 
equivalent of one new job.

The Pennsylvania study estimated 11 full-time, year-round jobs 
were created from the water trail visitors. Approximately 70 to 
75 percent of those jobs are direct results of trail expenditures.

Employment






